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Funeral  Services  of  the  Late  Dp. 

Edwin  C.  Perry. 

Tho  fuiuu'al  H(M-viros  of  tlio  late* 
.Dr.  lOdwin  (J.  I'orry  wero  hekl  at  the 
family  i-0Mi(l(iiu:(!  on  Friday  ai'toi'uoou 
last.  'JviiiK  Huluiiioii's  Lod^'S  J^'.  *fc 
M.  of  Avliici)  docoased  was  a  member,, 
ntloiult'd  ill  a  body,  an  unuHually 
Jarj^'H  number  oi  tiie  fraternity  beinj!; 
jjreHent,  'I'lio  H<^rvi(;eB  -wert;  con- 
ducted witli  the  solemn  and  iin- 
[.I'eBKive  ritual  of  the  order,  and  all 
jjroHtuit  wt'.j'o  viaibly  aifeeted.  The 
icniaiuH  Vfin'o  conveyed  to  the  euiae- 
tery  aiul  aiiiid  the  profound  sorrow 
of  all  present  were  deposited  in  tlieir 


U-^    c_. 


/■ 


AMOS  PERRY,  OF  PROVIDENCE, 


Paternal  Ancestors  in  America. 


Amos  Perry,  of  Pi-ovidonce,  R.  I.,  was  horn  in  the  vilhige  of 
South  Niitick,  town  of  Natick,  Mass.,  August  12,  1812  ;  attended 
the  disti'ict  school  of  the  town  ;  prepared  for  college  in  the  fam- 
ily school  of  Rev.  Daniel  Kimball,  of  Needham  ;  graduated  from 
Harvard  University  in  1837  ;  was  teacher  of  ^outh  in  Provi- 
dence and  in  New  London,  Ct.,  from  1837  to  1859,  except  three 
years  (1852  to  1855)  devoted  to  foreign  travel  and  study,  includ- 
ing a  lour  through  Egypt,  Palestine  and  Greece  ;  made  his  third 
European  tour  in  1861,  and  while  abroad  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  early  in  18(32  diplomatic  and  consular  agent  at  the 
court  of  His  Highness  the  Bey  of  Tunis;  accompanied  in  18G6 
the  ambassador  of  the  Boy  of  Tunis  to  this  country,  bringing  the 
portrait  of  the  Bey  and  letters  of  condolence  on  the  death  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  of  congratulation  on  the  successful  issue 
of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  ;  presented  to  the  Bey  in  1866,  in  the 
name  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  Trumbull's  portrait  of  Wash- 
ington, which  has  since  been  and  is  now  suspended  with  the  por- 
traits of  Tunisian  Beys  and  European  Sovereigns  in  one  of  the 
Bey's  imhices  at  Tunis;  is  the  author  of  a  volume  entitled 
"Carthago  and  Tunis,  Past  and  Present,"  8vo,  pi).    365,  Provi- 


dence,  18G9;  "  Memorial  of  Zuclmnuli  Allen,  LL.  D.,  1795- 
1882,"  Cuinbridgc,  1883,  8vo,  pp.  108;  "  K.  J.  Stutc  Ceii.su.i 
1885,"  8vo,  pp.  GGO,  Providence,  1887  ;  has  been  a  contributor 
to  )iew,spa[)er,s  and  magazines  ;  has  l^een  the  Secretary  of  the 
Khode  Island  Historical  Society  since  1873,  and  its  Librarian 
since  1880,  occasionally  contributing  papci's,  in  one  of  whicli, 
printed  in  the  Society's  Proceedings,  1874-5,  he  gave  an  histori- 
cal sketcli  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  bring- 
ing to  light  an  endowed  institution  that  had  long  been  lost  sight 
of,  and  that  has  since  been  revived  and  re-organized  ;  was  Post- 
master at  Fruit  Hill,  North  Providence,  1838  to  1840,  while 
Amos  Kendall  was  Postmaster-General;  was  Inspector  of  Public 
Schools  in  Providence  county,  1845  to  1852  ;  was  for  several 
yeai-s  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Instruction  ;  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Rhode  Island  Insti- 
tute of  Instruction  ;  is  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Maine, 
Chicago,  and  Western  Reserve, Ohio,  etc.  ;  an  honorai-y  member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  ;  a  Vice-President  of 
the  American  Peace  Society;  the  honorary  Vice-President  fur 
Rhode  Island  of  tlie  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Piiihi- 
del|)hia;  an  honorary  alumnus  of  Brown  University  and  also  of 
Griswold  College,  iiaving  received  from  the  former  in  1841  the 
honorary  degree  of  M.  A.,  and  from  the  latter,  in  1888,  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  ;  has  been  since  1831  connected  with  the 
church  in  his  native  village,  of  which  his  parents  were  original 
members,  and  of  which  Ro v.  .lames  W.  Thomi)son,  (Brown  Uni- 
versity, A.  B.  1827,  1).  I).  1849,  Harvard,  B.  D.  1831,)  was  the 
tii-st  pastor,  and  Rev.  George  II.  Badger,  (Williams  College,  A.  B. 
1883,  and  Harvard  B.  D.  188G,)  is  the  present  pastor;  he  mar- 
ried August  28,  1838,  Elizabeth  Anastasia,  who  was  born  May  7, 
1815,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Waite  (Irons)  Phetteplace,  a  descendant  of  Sir  John  Phetteplace, 
of  England,  and,  on  her  mother's  side,  of  Roger  \Villiams, 
Gregory  Dexter  and  Chad  Brown. 


Mr.  IVn-y's  fatluu-  was  ''Eliiali,  horn  July  7,  1771,  in  Natick, 
AJa,s.s.  ;  (liea  in  Xatick  XovcMuher  lH,  1«15;  luarric-.l  April  1», 
1705,  Mary,  who  was  a  (laiighlei'  of  John  and  Tahilha  (IhidcUu) 
Jones,  ol"  Deilhani,  and  who  was  l)oi'n  in  Dculham  .Vugust  24, 
1774,  and  died  in  Xatick  August  10,  184'J.  lie  (Klijah)  had  ten 
children  —  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  ;  the  lirst  two  ol"  these 
children  (sons)  died  early;  the  others  all  lived  to  be  more  than 
fifty  y(;ars  old,  one  of  whom,  the  lilth,  l-^lijah  (1«()7-1884) 
reached  his  seventy-eighth  year,  and  the  second,  Mary  Perry 
Kichards  ( 18(JI-18<S9)  her  eighty-ninth  year;  all  were  married; 
all  had  one  or  more  children  ;  all  l)ut  the  oldest,  Leonard  (i7'J'.i- 
185G)  have  (in  l«i)0)  one  or  more  children  still  living,  and  all 
have  one  or  more  grandchildien  still  living  except  the  second 
daughter,  Caroline  Miller  (181)3-181)0),  und  the  youngest  son  but 
two,  John  Jones  (1810-18G2)  ;  only  one  of  the  ten  chiidren  still 
survives,  lie  ( Klijah)  was  a  vigorous  and  well-to-do  yeoman; 
he  liked  a  country  life,  taking  i)leasure  in  meditating  on  the 
visible  works  of  the  Creator  amid  which  he  tlwelt  ;  he  believed  in 
farming  as  ii  moans  of  attaining  health,  wealth  and  wisdom;  he 
tried  to  make  farmers  of  all  his  boys,  and  failed  in  every  case; 
I'avored  common  schools  and  incorporated  academies,  but  refused 
one  ol"  his  sons  permission  to  pursue  a  collegiate  coui'se  of  instruc- 
tion on  the  ground  that  "college  learning  si)oiU  the  boys";  yet 
when  I  hat  I)oy,  having  broken  away  from  his  father's  leading- 
strings,  graduatctl  at  Harvard  College,  the  father  and  mother 
celebrated  the  occasion  at  his  room,  in  llolworthy  Hall  (iu 
which  the  library  of  the  Hasty  Pudding  Club  was  kept  that  year 
under  his  charge),  and  they  furnished  there  a  liberal  supply  of 
fruits,  llowers  and  other  good  things  from  their  cheerful  home  in 
South  Natick  ;  he  invested  his  sur[)lus  funds  in  farm  lands; 
read  agricultural  [)a[)ers ;  made  agricultural  experiments;  was 
particularly  interested  in  cattle,  and  was  for  several  years  associ- 
ated with  the  late  President  Josiah  Quincy,  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Working  Oxen  at  the 
Brighton  Cattle  Show  ;   was  engaged  for  a  time  during  the  war  of 


1812  in  the  Iraiisportalion  of  iiieicliaiidiso  between  Ceiitial  New 
York  and  Boston  ;  was  one  oI'IIk*  ("oiindeis  and  liheial  Mipportcrs 
of  the  oldest  Christian  society  ;ind  eluireli  in  South  Natiek  ;  was 
respected  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and  he  so  lived  as  to  cause  nieni- 
oi'ies  of  hospitality  and  social  enjoyment  to  cluster  about  the  place 
that  was  the  home  of  himself  and  wife  iifty  years,  and  belonged 
to  his  family  seventy  years,  which  place  was  last  owned  l)y  his 
grandson,  Alfred  Stedman  Ilartwcll,  (the  elder  son  of  his  young- 
est daughter,  Rccecca  Dana);  born  in  Dedham  1830;  i)repared 
for  college  in  Natiek  High  School;  Harvard  University,  A.  li. 
1858  and  LL.B.  18G7  ;  Representative  in  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  from  Natiek,  l8()G-67  ;  Brevet  lirig-Cicn.  U.  S. 
Vol.  Forces;  was  First  Associate  Justice  of  the  Sujjreme  Court 
nnd  also  Attorney  General  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  wliich  home 
place  of  Elijah  Perry,  senior,  is  now  the  estate  of  Dr.  George  J. 
Townsond,  President  of  the  South  Natiek  Historical  Society, 
Harvard  University,  A.  B.  1842  and  M.  D.  1845. 

Mr.  Perry's  grandfather  was  ^tSa/iiue/,  born  in  Natiek  March  7, 
1740,  and  died  in  Sherborn  Ai)ril  7,  1831  ;  married  August  14, 
1766,  Elizabeth  Rowe,  who  was  born  in  1744,  and  died  in  Natiek 
September  26,  1811.  He  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters; 
lived  where  he  was  born  (in  the  first  house  in  Natiek  on  the  old 
Sherborn  road  to  Boston)  about  ninety  years,  and  removed 
thence  only  to  receive  the  care  of  a  daughter  in  his  declining 
years  ;  derived  an  ample  sui)port  for  himself  and  family  from 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  from  the  sale  of  wood  and  timber 
that  grew  on  his  farm,  which  extended  at  one  time  to  Dug  Pond 
that  borders  on  Cochituate  Lake,  and  is  now  the  water-sui)ply  of 
the  town  of  Natiek.  The  painful  experience  which  he  had  during 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  of  l)eing  comi)elled,  as  a  prisoner,  to 
see  persons  scalped  alive  by  infuriated  savages,  caused  him  to 
shrink  from  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
remembered  seeing  the  third  edilice  that  was  erected  (in  1721) 
on  the  site  of  Eliot's  Indian  Mission  Station  in  South  Natiek, 
surrounded  l)y  a  trench  as  a  means  of  defense  against  Indians, 
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which  trench  nil  who  entered  the  nii.s.->i(jn  ciu'losmt!  hiul  in  cross 
on  timbers  i)hico(.l  for  that  purpo.sc. 

Tho  next  ancestor  was  *jSai}inef,  hoi-n  in  Sherborn,  October  2, 
1708;  he  died  in  Natick  October  10,  1755;  married  Ai)ril  f», 
1735,  RiUli  Lehmd,  who  was  born  in  Siierborn  September  12, 
1712,  and  died  in  Xatick  on  the  homestead  estate  of  her  lirst 
husband  (.Samuel)  and  of  her  son  Sanuiel,  Ai)ril  14,  17il'J,  after 
having  outlived  two  other  husbands.  He  had  nine  children,  all 
born  in  Natick,  tho  eldest  of  which  was  Abel,  horn  Sci)tend)or 
16,  173H,  —  a  selectman  of  Natick,  a  member  of  a  Colonial 
Convention*  and  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  by 
virtue  of  his  service  in  llie  latter  capacity  his  great  grandson,  ^Vil- 
liam  Stevens  Perry,  D.  D.,  Bisho})  of  the  Protestant  Kpiscopal 
Church  of  Iowa,  1)orn  in  Providence,  K.  I.,  January  22,  1832,  is 
an  hereditary  mend)er  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Tlio  next  ancestor  was  ^Satuuel  (a  twin  with  Joseph,  and  the 
twin  brothers  married  twin  sisters  on  the  same  festive  occasion, 
and  one  of  Joseph's  grandsons  was  Captain  Amos  Perry,  who  at- 
tained eminence  as  a  magistrate  and  also  as  a  military  olKcer 
du)'ing  the  Revolutionary  war)  ;  ^Samuel,  born  in  Medlield  Au- 
gust 2(1,  1674;  died  in  Sherborn  May  27,  174'J  ;  married  April 
26,  1698,  Joanna  Lovet  ;  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Tho  next  ancestor  w/ns 'John,  born  in  Roxbury  Septeniljor  7, 
163*);  died  in  Sherborn  May  4,  1713;  married  May  23,  1665, 
l^eLhiidi  (daughter  of  Daniel  Morse,  of  Sherborn)  ;  born  in  Sher- 
born March  24,  1648;  died  there  June  3,  1717;  he  (John)  re- 
moved iVom  Ro.vbury  to  Medtield  on  or  Ijofore  1665,  and  from 
Medlield  to  Sherborn  (on  what  has  been  known  as  tho  Lemuel 
Leiand  place)  in  1674;  had  seven  children,  six  sons  and  a 
daughter. 

The  (irst  of  this  family  in  America  was  yohn,  who  was  born 
in  England;  died  in  Roxbury  and  was  l)uried  there  Se[)tend)er 
21,  1642;  left  a  widow,  Anna,  and  three  children,  Elizabeth, 
born  January  25,    1637-8,  John,  l)orn  September   7,  163l>,  and 
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Saiimol,  l)oni  Mai'ch  1,  Ki'Kj-'H  ;  lo.^l,  by  death  tlireu  cliikh-en 
whoso  names  aro  iiol  <:,iv(;ii  ;  aiiivod  in  lio.ston  about  tho  time 
vvlion  John  KlioL  (horn  KiOl  ;iii(l  dit-d  KllH))  arrived  (Novcmhor 
2,  1(')31,)  and,  it  i.s  chiimod,  in  the  same  shi})  with  I'^iicjt,  who  in  a 
hitter  call. s  him  cou.si/i ;  .settled  in  lioxhury  ;  l>ecaine  a  freeman 
March  4,  UyA'.i  ;  was  a  memlier  ol"  Eliot'.s  church  in  Koxhury,  hi.s 
name  being  the  fit'teentli  on  the  church  li.^L  ;  his  elder  son  John 
.settled  in  1674  in  Sherl)orn,  within  four  miles  of  Eliot's  Indian 
church  in  *Nutick,  in  which  Indian  town  (established  for  mis.sion- 
ary  purposes  in  lG51,and  incorporated  as  a  town  February  19, 
1781)  njany  of  his  descendants  have  dwelt  for  the  la.-it  century 
and  a  Iialf. 

The  Icomjiiler  of  these  statistics  cannot  s[)eak  contidently  in 
regard  to  tlie  origin  of  the  sur-name  (Perry)  of  the  founder  of 
this  family  in  America.  lie  is,  however,  of  the  oj)ini(ni  that  this 
name  is  of  \Ve!,^h  origin.  Zip  used  as  a  prefix  1(j  //a/'/'y,  signi- 
nilies  non  of  JJarrij,  and  the  name  Aji-IIarrij,  introduced  into 
England,  soon  became  Van'ij  or  Perry.  The  members  of  this 
family  are  reputed  to  be  endcjwed  with  vigorous  and  robust  con- 
stitutions that  give  them  a  strong  hold  on  life.  They  inive  had, 
with  rare  exc(;ptions,  until  a  recent  date,  Bible  Christian  names, 
one  (jf  which  sutliced  lor  each  [icrson.  Among  the  six  ance.-^tors 
above  cited  there  are  two  Johns,  three  Sanmels  and  Elijah,  each 
with  a  single  Bible  Christian  name.  There  is  erne  line  of  the 
family  that  has  two  Johns  and  .■six  Samuels,  folhnving  each  other 
from  father  to  son  and  representing  eight  successive  generations, 
of  which  the  last  Samuel,  l)orn  threescore  years  ago,  is  the  oidy 
one  that  has  a  double  Christian  name.  Another  line  has  four 
Johns  and  three  Samuels.  The  .six  ancestors  named  were  all 
proprietor.s  of  real  estate  and  freemen,  and  held  at  some  periods 
of  their  lives  posts  of  honor  and  trust  in  their  reoijective  townd. 
*Tlieiiiimu  Nalick  sii,niilies  in  Lhu  iiidiuu  huigiui^'c  "J/y  Lund." 
tAckiiuwled-niitMits  of  aid  aro  due  to  Dr.  A.  11.  Blaiichard,  of  ."ilioiljoin. 


*Froin  the  (brego'mg  .■ituloiiieiit  iiiiiy  he  inlcircd  cerLuiii  Ikiiiily 
characteristics.  With  the  observancu  of  the  liimily  rehilioiis,  and 
an  interest  in  landed  [jroperty  has  l>een  cultivated  a  regard  I'or  those 
civil,  religious  and  humane  institutions  that  constitute  the  sale- 
guard  and  the  glory  of  our  country.  The  members  of  this  fam- 
ily, starting  out  in  America  under  the  benign  inlluence  of  the 
apostolic  Eliot,  have  generally  cultivated  habits  of  industry, 
economy  and  sobriety,  and  have  sustained  in  the  various  Nvalks 
and  callings  of  life  the  character  of  good  citizens, 

*Jio,sicle.s  tlie  lainily  line  tli;it  it>  yivcn  in  lull  tliuie  urc  si'orcs  (it  laiiiily 
linos  loadily  tiaccil  back  to  .John  uf  Koxlnuy,  of  which  nunihci-  two  aiu 
briclly  j^iven  in  this  note.  One  ot  the.su  two  is  that  i)(  the  late  (Governor  li.  b\ 
I'eny,  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  worthily  reiiresentet!  by  his  family;  his 
willow— a  niece  of  r.obert  Y.  llayne,  with  wlunn  Webster  hail  a  eontioversy  in 
1830 — has  lately  honored,  with  an  extended  visit,  the  ancestral  (New  Kn^^land) 
home  of  her  lamented  husband;  one  son  is  a  Harvard  graduate,  a  law- 
yer and  a  member  of  (jonyress;  anotlier  son  is  an  eminent  i)hysician,  and  is 
the  f;enealoi;ist  and  histmian  of  the  family;  and  another  is  engaj^ed  in  im- 
])rovini;'  his  native  domain  as  a  practical  ayricultuiist.  (jov.  Terra's  father 
served,  while  in  his  teens,  iis  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  At  the  close 
of  the  wai'  he  emigrated  .Soulli,  where  he  now  has  many  desccndauls,  one  of 
whom  is  a  United  States  Seualm'.  The  ligurcs  bcfcue  the  names  iiulieate  Ihe 
res])i!etive  generations: 

7.  Ik'uj.  Kranklin  I'erry  (Gov.)  born  in  S(Mith  Carolina,  .Nfovember  2U,  Isuj. 
ti.     Benjamin  Perry,  bom  in  yherburn  Septendiei'  b">,  ITiil. 

5.  Moses  I'erry  (called  Shock)  born  in  Sherborn  July  i.'8,  I7I9. 

4.  Nathaniel  Perry,  born  in  Sherborn  July  L';!,  1(JU2. 

8.  John  Pciry,  l)orn  in  .Meddeld  Septendjer  or  December  24,  10t!7. 
2.  John  Periy,  born  in  Ito.Kburj^  September  7,  KKiit, 

1.  John,  the  imnugrant. 

The  other  fanuly  line  is  that  of  Aaron  K.  Perry,  an  eminent  lawyer,  states- 
man aiul  citizen  of  C^ineinnati,  from  whose  sketch,  entitled  '"  JMeiuoranila  Con- 
eerning  John  Peny,"  etc.,  the  statistics  of  his  line  are  taken. 

8.     Aaron  Fyfe  Perry,  born   in  Leicester,  Vt.,  January  ],  ISlo. 

7.     Aaron  Perry,  born  i»r.  (?)  in  Leicester,  Vt.,  February  7,  17'J2. 

0.     Abijah  Perry,  born  in  Princeton,  Mass.,  Augusts!  or   17,  1701. 

o.     Aaron  Perry,  born  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  Ai)ril  17,  17^3. 

4.     .lohn  Perry,  born  \)V.  ('.')  in  Sherborn,  June  10,  1703, 

a.     Samuel  I'erry,  born  in  .\tedlield  August  2i,  1(J74. 

2.  John  Perry,   born  in  Koxbury,  Septendjer  7,  pJui'J. 


dm,  the  imndj'raut, 


